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For a certificate of public convenience and
necessity to provide local exchange
telecommunications services in the
Commonwealth of Virginia

FINAL ORDER

On October 3, 2025, UNITED COMMERCIAL TELECOM, LLC (“UCT” or
“Company”), completed the filing of an application (“Application”) with the State Corporation
Commission (“Commission”) for a certificate of public convenience and necessity (“Certificate”)
to provide local exchange telecommunications services throughout the Commonwealth of
Virginia.! Included in its Application is UCT’s notice to the Commission of its election to be
regulated as a competitive telephone company in accordance with § 56-54.2 et seq. of the Code
of Virginia (“Code”).?

On November 6, 2025, the Commission issued an Order for Notice and Comment
(“Procedural Order”) that, among other things, directed UCT to provide notice to the public of its
Application; provided interested persons an opportunity to comment and request a hearing on the
Company’s Application; and directed the Staff of the Commission (“Staff”) to investigate the

Application and file a report (“Staff Report”). On November 18, 2025, and on

! Application at 1. The Company originally filed its Application on September 23, 2025, but it was incomplete.
Thereafter, UCT filed an amendment on September 25, 2025, a supplement on October 2, 2025, and another
amendment on October 3, 2025, which completed the Application.
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November 24, 2025, the Company filed proof of notice and proof of service in accordance with
the Procedural Order. No comments or requests for hearing on the Company’s Application were
filed.

On January 16, 2026, Staff filed its Staff Report concluding that, subject to a bond
condition,’ the Company’s Application adequately demonstrates the minimum requirements to
provide local exchange telecommunications services in accordance with the Commission’s Rules
Governing the Certification and Regulation of Competitive Local Exchange Carriers,

20 VAC 5-417-10 et seq. (“Local Rules”). Based upon its review of the Company’s Application,
Staff recommended that the Commission grant the Company the requested Certificate, subject to
the following bond condition: UCT should notify the Division of Public Utility Regulation no
less than 30 days prior to the cancellation or lapse of its bond and should provide a replacement
bond at that time. Staff recommended that this requirement be maintained until the Commission
determines it is no longer necessary.*

Staff also determined that UCT would meet the definition of a competitive telephone
company under Code § 56-54.2 upon the issuance of the local exchange Certificate requested in
this proceeding, and that the Company would be entitled to elect to be regulated as such by
operation of law.> Staff noted that pursuant to the governing statutory provisions, the election
would be effective upon the issuance of the local exchange Certificate with no further action

required of the Commission.®

3 Staff Report at 3. The Company provided the $50,000 bond as required by 20 VAC 5-417-20 G.
4 Staff Report at 5.
SHd.
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Under the Procedural Order, any response to the Staff Report by the Company was due to
be filed by January 23, 2026. UCT did not file a response to the Staff Report.

NOW THE COMMISSION, upon consideration of this matter, is of the opinion and finds
that a Certificate should be granted to UCT. The Commission further finds that pursuant to Code
§ 56-54.2 et seq., UCT is eligible to elect to be regulated as a competitive telephone company
and that such election, pursvant to Code § 56-54.3, becomes effective on the date of this Final
Order.

Accordingly, IT IS ORDERED THAT:

(1) UCT is granted Certificate No. T-818 to provide local exchange telecommunications
services subject to the restrictions set forth in the Local Rules, Code § 56-265.4:4, and the
provisions of this Final Order.

(2) UCT shall be regulated as a competitive telephone company pursuant to the
provisions of Code § 56-54.2 et seq.

(3) Prior to providing telecommunications services pursuant to the Certificate granted by
this Final Order, UCT shall provide tariffs to the Division of Public Utility Regulation that
conform to all applicable Commission rules and regulations. If UCT elects to provide retail
services on a non-tariffed basis, it shall provide written notification pursuant to Local Rule
20 VAC 5-417-50 A.

{4) UCT shall notity the Division of Public Utlity Regulation no less than thirty (30)
days prior to the cancellation or lapse of its bond and shall provide a replacement bond at that
time. This requirement shall be maintained pending further order of the Commussion.

(5) This case 1s dismissed.
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A COPY hereof shall be sent electronically by the Clerk of the Commission to all persons
on the official Service List in this matter. The Service List is available from the Clerk of the

Commission.



